[Uveomeningoencephalitis: report of 2 cases].
The uveomeningoencephalitic syndromes are inflammatory diseases, more prevalent in oriental patients, without sexual predilection and with mean age of 30 years. From the clinical point of view they affect the uvea, retina, meninges, the central nervous system and skin and in most cases the onset is followed by three phases: the meningoencephalitic phase, the acute ophthalmic phase and the dermatologic phase. These includes the Harada disease, the Vogt-Koyanagi disease, the Behçet disease and the idiopathic forms. The Vogt-Koyanagi syndrome is a chronic and severa bilateral exudative uveitis associated with whitening of the hair and eyelashes and varying signs of meningeal irritation, less frequent than in Harada's disease. The Harada syndrome is a posterior uveitis accompanied by signs of meningeal irritation, increased protein levels and pleocytosis of the cerebrospinal fluid. The Behçet's disease is a relapsing illness, characterized by oral and genital aphtous ulcers and ocular inflammation. In many cases there are additional features; in 10 to 25 percent of the cases there are neurologic involvement, and any portion of the nervous system may be affected. The authors studied two cases of uveomeningoencephalic syndrome, one case of Vogt-Koyanagi-Harada disease (case 1) and another of Behçet disease (case 2). The case 1 was a white Brazilian forty-five year-old man, with a acute headache, mental confusion and signs of meningeal irritation. The cerebrospinal fluid was a inflammatory one, with increased lymphocytes and monocytes, the one month after the patient developed bilateral uveit. The patient complicated with amblyopia of the left eye and a Korsakoff syndrome. There was no correlation in the literature of the Korsakoff syndrome and the uveomeningoencephalitic syndrome. The case 2 was a white Brazilian, twenty-four year-old man, with two episodes of meningitis, genital recurrent aphtous ulcers and uveitis in the right eye, with latter blindness of this eye. Some considerations about the etiopathogenic aspects are done and about the controversial use of corticoids in the treatment of these syndromes.